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August 7, 2024 
 
Mayor Olivia Chow joined Councillor James Pasternak in "breaking 
ground" on the new Toronto Public Library Centennial Branch 
 
Toronto, ON - Councillor James Pasternak (Ward 6 – York Centre) was joined today 
by Toronto Mayor Olivia Chow in "breaking ground" to start construction for 
rebuilding the Centennial Toronto Public Library Branch.  
 
The groundbreaking ceremony was held at the Centennial Toronto Public Library 
Branch redevelopment site located at 578 Finch Avenue West. This event featured 
congratulatory remarks from Mayor Olivia Chow, City Librarian Vickery Bowles and 
local Councillor James Pasternak.  
 
"There are very few more exciting events than launching the rebuilding of a library 
into a larger, modern space. This is a cherished neighbourhood branch which is 
used by book lovers of all ages. It is a valued space for programmed events, book 
borrowing, quiet reading and doing homework. Every time I enter the branch I am 
impressed with the professional staff, the inquisitive minds and am reminded of 
the great value a library can have in a local community," said Councillor Pasternak.  
 
The project will see the rebuilding of the existing Centennial Library branch at its 
current location. The reconstruction and expansion of the branch is expected to be 
completed between 18-30 months from now. It will feature double the floor space, 
flexible multipurpose rooms, additional washrooms, a new outdoor courtyard, an 
attractive plaza with seating, and new efficient staff spaces. This location will be the 
first net-zero building for Toronto Public Library. 
 
"This is an important investment in our community and we are thrilled that the 
rebuild is underway and look forward to seeing it completed within the next 2+ 
years.”  – Councillor James Pasternak (Ward 6 York Centre). 
 
Albert Einstein once said, "The only thing that you absolutely have to know, is the 
location of the library." How true that is. One can get lost in the stacks looking for a 
book on adventure, fantasy, history, or romance." said Councillor Pasternak. 
 
The project is expected to be complete by February 2026 – February 2027.  
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Councillor James Pasternak is a Councillor in the City of Toronto, representing Ward 
6 – York Centre, including the Downsview community. He is Chair of the North York 
Community Council. York Centre is home to a diverse population of 110,000 
persons.  www.JamesPasternak.ca. 
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